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AT THE AGE ofnine, 1 decided 1 would be Mexican,'
says Emmanse] Ficault, a 1all, fair #0-something with Viking an-
cestry_'Tdon't remember if [ had read a book or seen a documen-
tary shout it, but Hell in love with Mexica," Today, it's adene deal:
Picault i naw a Mexican citizen. Living in the capital during the
week, b exercises his many talents a5 anfique dealer, interior de-
signerand architect, Bt it Santa Cataring, an howr and a half
away, at the foot of the mountains and Ecing a plain of sugar- cane
an, that he has found the el plit of land for bis weekend
hexme, which also serves asa laboratony of idens, Construction began
[our years ago, but it's still a wark in progress.

Bornin Dismdfrome, a village in Normandy with an | ith-century
fortress, Emmanue spent his childhood plaving at William the
Conguerorin the park araund the ruined castle, *| especially enjoyed
loaking fior a way oot of the place, but the drawbridge didin't open
veryaften,' e savs with iroery, At the ageof 20, with no formal quali-
ficatinns, beertered the pictare department ofan intellectual Parsin
joarnal -"a wonderful unhversity” - whire be bagan todevelop an eye,
Between the ages af 15 and 30 he travelled, and continued packing
Emayes’ at an antigue dealer's in Los Angeles. In 2001

his “suitcase of &
he opened his awn antique gallery, Chic By Acciden, in Mexion City,
':pwigliiirginnhin'r: tht emerfpfrrmﬂmlmdiridmzl ir.:iigenm:
crafts miset the European design mavensnts of the 20¢h centary, "1t
:I;Il‘chllr!ll'lt\lﬂlpl"{ﬂli.ctl tn-:||I.'|>wg|u:w||l.\.‘l=l|sl.II||I.' fram
all over the warld o see his finds, In 2011, Enmsanie joined fonces
with architect Luchyig Godefro, another Worman expat living here,
1o open a practice, which has already dessgnd private clube, restan-
rants, hotels, shiops and apartments. “We are having berrific success;
we can mnvent whistever we want, such asa club with a peramid inside,
It's crazy, it's sublime! Mexicn is a wonderful place o practise an ar-
chitecture that is free and anfettered.”

Emmanuel experiments with his ideas on the Santa Calarina
countey s, In s current state, the bouse s a single-ssarey build-
ing extendimg over @ 5sg m, and has been built without a prics plan.
‘[ drew it owtan the ground with lime from a tinwith ahole in the
hattom, like they do an focthall fields. It is being built little by little
b ﬁe.ing'lr builder amd his son, Thanks ta the slowness af the con-
struction, [ can get on with my autside prajects very fast.” [n his owmn
home Envmanae is in favour ofan ‘emationa architechare’, ansd he
takees histime ‘o foel things, lissen and wasch people moving aroand
in thisspace”. A5 a result, doors and windows are deliberately nat vet
installed. The swimming poal, biwever, built like a harse trough,
was constructed right at the beginning, Satting naked in a cast-con-

crese seal by the swimming pool. Emmanuel spends his time envis-
aging b the howse will unduld.

The entrance is guarded by a fibreglass ided made for a film s2t
imithe 1960z, A long carridor rns thraug h the building and ends 2t
awall afvolcanic stone = abarg with concrete and lime, ane of anly
thres materials used here, The bowse s laid ot an either side of the
. O the right. an interior coustyand leads 1o the bathroom,
bedrocms and library. On the lefi, the kitchen and the main siting
area open onto a gallery with conerete oo lanus, fscing the poal.

Like changes with the seasons, the dry e, from Octaber o May,
being the longest and most comfortable. Emmanael let twa rainy
seasnmns pees before putting an the rood so as to.obtain a special patina
fram thewater, which creates streaks of maubd oo the interior walls
of whiteswashed stone. And on the terraced roof of the large gallery
he hag put in an ooulos thraugh which water gushes londly daring
dowmpoars, and then flows inte the garden, ‘Tt makes & nsagnifi-
cenl curtain af rin, he thapsodises.

Rather spartan, and very Chic By Acdident, the harnishing cam-
bines vermacular design, tropical-style furniture, Oriental carpets
and vintage pieces, such asan *Acapuloa” chair with a seat made of
real fishing net or a “Bind" chalr by Harry Bertoia, “perfect far lisben-
ingln music’, Thers are also bt of reclaimed nls_ic\'!&, such az the
huge 19605 staindess-steel kitchen, or the Carrara-marble showat
faar reclaimed from avable, which conirasts with the mildewed
wall. “For me, this house is... a place for my chose friends, and a
labaratory where my artist friemds can make mavesaras = mischief.’
Interventions by young French artists include Etierme Chamband’s
micsaic, and a ceiling-pa ject by Théa Mercier, currently
arikst-in-residence af fhe V' Bame, 1i's this that excites
Emmanuel, more than the choice of a chest of deawers or
tress, Hesides, thisisa whio skeeps arily five howrs a night ['my
MNoarmusdy peasant heritage']. and rare the bedrooma, When
hee dleses s, 15 most olie the l:ldeu@. man bed in the roam
adormed with a photograph of Emiliano Zapata cobowred by artist
Warie Taillefer, “but in general | deep where sleep takes me,' he
confesses. Throughaut the house he has provided large concrete
cubes coveed with mattresses, rugs and cashions, perfect for lazing
arcund an at weekends, Emmanuel, wha travels a great deal. sees
||1|mt|f|sﬂ‘l|l|li‘l‘"‘|inp af a roiad, like the lords of the manar of the
prast who sopowrned brielly in their varions ressdences. “¥on arrived
with your furmiture, unmolled the carpets, and the spaces waukd take
on meaning with use. That's what ['m trying to recreate’ m
L By Arcident. Ring 0052 55 5501 1112, orvisit chichyaccident.oom




